
1 

 

First Sunday in Advent – Sunday, November 29, 2020 9:00 am  

Music Today                                                               Keri Bash 

AS WE GATHER 

The Fruit of the Christmas Spirit 

“By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23 

The fruit of the Spirit is the character of God reflected in the lives of those who are united with Christ. It cannot 

be produced by an outward change of habit or a system of self-improvement but is cultivated as God works to 

conform us to the image of His Son –starting at His birth and continuing on to eternal life. In the Season of 

Advent and Christmas, as we consider the fruit of the Spirit in our lives, God’s Word  guides us to examine our 

hearts, and encourages us to trust God’s promise that He began this work and will complete it.  

Gathering Song O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357  

Welcome & Invocation                         Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Opening Song                   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Call to Worship   (2 Kings 2, Galatians 5, Luke 9) 

Pastor:   Throughout the ages, disciples have said, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

People:  Lord, give us the freedom to follow you in the ways of love. 

Pastor:   We come from busy homes, filled with little time to consider Christ in our lives. 

People:   Lord, give us the strength to follow you in the ways of peace. 

Pastor:   In times of struggle, we look to God for help. 

People:  Lord, give us the opportunity to follow you in the ways of kindness. 

Pastor:   Today, we celebrate the Holy Spirit, who shows us the joy of following God. 

People:  Lord, give us the patience to follow you in the ways of faith. Amen. 
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Confession and Forgiveness    

Pastor:  In the season of Advent, we prepare for Jesus to come. We await the celebration of His birth at 

Christmas. We remember His arrival in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. And, we long for His glorious 

return. As we wait, we consider how he fills us with his Spirit despite our unworthiness.  

The fruit of the Spirit is love, 

People:  But we have loved darkness rather than light, and loved you too little and ourselves too  

much. 

Pastor:   The fruit of the Spirit is joy, 

People:  But we have been sour, and bitter, and the joy of the LORD has been absent.  

Pastor:   The fruit of the Spirit is peace, 

People:  But we have fretted and worried. We have forgotten the finished work of Christ and  

doubted your fatherly care. 

Pastor:   The fruit of the Spirit is patience, 

People:  But we have snapped at others, and questioned your wise timing.  

Pastor:   The fruit of the Spirit is kindness, 

People:  But we have been harsh, cutting, and biting, So unlike our Lord Jesus Christ, who prayed  

for his persecutors. 

Pastor:   The fruit of the Spirit is goodness, 

People:  But we have often chosen the passing pleasures of sin, over your good laws.  

Pastor:   The fruit of the Spirit is faithfulness, 

People:  But we have been unreliable; we have let others down, and not taken our baptismal vows  

and marriage vows seriously.  

Pastor:   The fruit of the Spirit is gentleness, 

People:  But we have been unwilling to yield, and stiff-necked  

Pastor:   The fruit of the Spirit is self-control, 

People:  But our wills have been weak, and our own sinful desires have got the better of us.  

Pastor:   Lord, please show us your mercy. 

People:  Lord, have mercy on us in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Pastor:   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and given to us His only Son to  

suffer and die for our salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  O almighty God,  we come before you today: full of hope, full of desire, full of promise. Help us 

take up the mantle of faith you have laid before us, that we may use our own gifts of the Spirit 

to face the challenges before us. 

Help us face the turmoil within and around us, that we may face the future unafraid. Show us 

your way, your truth, and your life through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Pastor: On the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new candle each week. We mark the four candles with 

these four words: hope, peace, joy, and love. 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the hope of the nations. 

People: We wait for the Lord, and in His Word we hope.  
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Reader                          Tom Gitzlaff 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                                                    Isaiah 64: 1-9 

1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

 that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 

 and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

 and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 

 you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From of old no one has heard 

 or perceived by the ear, 

no eye has seen a God besides you, 

 who acts for those who wait for him. 
5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 

 those who remember you in your ways. 

Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 

 in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

 and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls upon your name, 

 who rouses himself to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

 and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 

 we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

 we are all the work of your hand. 
9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 

 and remember not iniquity forever. 

 Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading                                                                                                         Galatians 5:13-26 

 13For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the 

flesh, but through love serve one another. 14For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 15But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one 

another. 

 16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For the desires of the 

flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each 

other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 

the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, 

enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 

these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
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22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-

control; against such things there is no law. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 

with its passions and desires. 

 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking one 

another, envying one another. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                                                Mark 13:24-37 

  24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 

not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send 

out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you 

know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the 

very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man 

going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands 

the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will 

come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning— 36lest he come suddenly and 

find you asleep. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.               

Song of the Day         Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing     LSB 691 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 
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Sermon                                  The Fruit of the Christmas Spirit: “Patience”                         Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Creed – Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the Church    

Pastor:   Rejoicing in the hope of our Savior’s appearing, let us pray together, saying, Even so: 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:  For the Church, as we wait with eager expectation for the coming of Jesus once again, who 

rescues us from our sin and the evil in the world. Even so: 

People:  Have mercy, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:  For our Christian mission, that we bring glory to God and healing to many people through our 

work produced by faith, our labor prompted by love, and our endurance inspired by hope. Even 

so: 

People:  Fill us, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:  For all the baptized, that we might live watchful and sober lives, eagerly looking forward to our 

Lord’s appearing. Even so: 

People:  Awaken us, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:  For all who commune today, that receiving at the altar a foretaste of the feast to come, they may 

be forgiven, renewed, and strengthened to set their hope fully on the grace revealed in our 

Savior. Even so: 

People:  Feed us, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:  For all sisters and brothers of the Savior who cry out in their time of need, especially all who 

have asked for our prayers. Loving Savior, be their joy in sorrow and their life in death. Even so: 

People:  Comfort them, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:  Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace – Doxology   LSB 805 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
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Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Text: Public domain 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Sending Song                  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

  

*** TODAY*** 

Holy Communion: Communion cups can be picked up by an Elder. We will open them together during distribution.  

Please note you are to open the wafer side up first and after opening the wine side, please return the seal to avoid any 

spillage.   

Sunday Morning Bible Studies and Education Hour:  There are no Bible Studies, Sunday School or Youth Classes 

today.  See you next week. 

Christmas Poinsettias: Help beautify our altar and honor your loved ones this Christmas by purchasing poinsettias.  

Orders are due today and can be placed in the offering plate. 

 

Christmas Decorations: Thank you to all the volunteers that helped decorate the Church for Christmas.  A special shout 

out to Bob and Kathy Hogeland for organizing this event.  It looks wonderful! 

*** OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS *** 

Weekday Bible Studies: The Men’s bible study has resumed on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am.   

Midweek Advent Services: Starting this Wednesday December 2nd, we are holding a midweek daytime Advent Prayer 

Service at 1 pm and an evening 7 pm midweek Advent service throughout the Advent season. 

Sunday School Christmas Program: The Sunday School Christmas Program will take place on Sunday, December 20th 

during our 9 am service.  Sunday school children are asked to attend rehearsals to prepare for this from 9-11 am on 

Saturday December 5th, 12th, and 19th. 

Christmas Services: Our Christmas Eve services will be taking place at   3 pm and 7 pm.  Christmas Day service with 

communion is at 9 am.   

Nominations: If you or someone you know are interested in the Board of Directors, Board of Elders, Treasurer or 

Financial Secretary role please speak to Cheryl Awe, Robyne Schumacher, or Ross Johnson.  Your name will then be 

given to the nomination committee.  A final slate of candidates will be shared 4 weeks prior to the annual meeting in 

January. 

Communion RSVP: Those who wish to continue receiving communion outside of our worship service are asked to 

contact the church office. 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing: Consider signing up to ring the bell at Wales Pick ‘N Save during the Christmas season.  

Various times available from 9-6.  Sign up located across from the welcome desk. Any questions, please talk to Tom 

Gitzlaff. 

Giving: Please know that Bethlehem’s operating budget is 100% reliant on your faithful giving. We have online and 

mobile giving available for your convenience.  Simply download the GivePlus app on your phone or find the link on our 

website to get started.   
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*** MISSION AND OUTREACH*** 

Yellow Envelopes: Bethlehem supports many missions.  Please use the large gold mission envelopes located on the 

welcome desk to give to the mission of your choice. 

KM Food Pantry: The Kettle Moraine Food Pantry is no longer accepting food donations.  Monetary donations are 

accepted via mail.  Thank you for your continued support. 

Thank You from SIS: Thank you to everyone who helped fill the large LWML mite box in the narthex with their loose 

change and dollar bills!  100% of this money goes to a variety of missions in the US and around the world.  Please 

continue to “empty your pockets” for missions.   
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